Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration

March 10, 1995

Mr. aﬁd Mrs. Frank J. Abate
241041 Old Hundred Road
Dickerson MD 20842

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Abate:

/

Secretary

Hal Kassoff

Administrator

LHOKSE

Congresswoman Morella has given me a copy of the letter you recently sent her about

a noise barrier for the El Mara community. She asked t

hat | respond directly to you.

The obstacle to a noise barrier in this location is its cost. Our analysis shows that
maximum of $40,000. | cannat

such a barrier would exceed our cost-per-residence

explain why the efforts of Citizens Against Beltway Noise
personally; it is my understanding, though, that your commun

CABN.

(CABN) did not reach you
ity was represented in

While | can understand your frustration, | cannot promise that a solution is available
under our present criteria. If your community is interested in discussing solutions

such as those employed by some of your neighbors in simi

lar situations, as described

in my letter to Congresswoman Morella dated November 25, 1994 (copy enclosed),
please feel iree to call our Director of Environmental Design, Charlie Adams, at (410)
333-8063. In addition, | wanted to let you know that, over the coming months, we will
be reviewing our entire noise policy, including eligibility_ and funding considerations. |

‘have asked Charlie to get back with you once the o

Again, thank you for letting us know your strong feelings on this matter.

utcome is known.

have any questions, please ieel free to call Charlie Adams.

Sincerely, /

Vi

/:
Hal Kassoff
Administrator

Enclosure

cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams
The Honorable Constance A. Morella

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired

Hearing or Speech

1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 ¢ Balti
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street ¢

more, MD 21203-0717
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Should you
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August 9, 1995 L

Contract No. B 780-501-477
F.A.P. No. IR-IRG-0005(51)
I-695: I-83S to Charles St.
Environmental Documentation

Ms. Kate Abraham
8 Lochmoor Court
Lutherville, MD 21083

Dear Ms. Abraham:

Thank you for your patience in waiting for a response to your
letter of January 23. As we have discussed on the phone, FHWA
representatives met with Hal Kassoff and Charles Adams of SHA to
discuss your concerns.

In our meeting, it was agreed that SHA would conduct a full
analysis of the noise impacts. Those residences that were either
in existence or planned, designed, and programmed as of December
13, 1985 (the date of authorization of the Federal-aid construction

contract) will be considered for reasonable and feasible abatement..

It is expected that the noise analysis will be submitted to our
office for review by September 1. SHA and FHWA representatives
will be in contact w1th you to.discuss the results of the analysis.

If you have any further questlons on this matter, please call us at
(410) 962-4440.

Sincerely yours,

5.4 Bivpe
Susan J. Binder
Division Administrator

cc: Hal Kassoff, SHA
Charlie Adams, SHA

Neil Pedersen, SHA . EWE
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January 27, 1995

_provide a sound barrier would greatly exceed the $40,000 per residence maximum.

' ’ David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation % N
State Highway Administration

Administrator

Ms. Kate Abraham
8 Lochmoor Court
Lutherville MD 21083

Dear Ms. Abraham:

| am writing to follow-up on your request to former Secretary Lighthizer for
construction of a sound barrier along 1-695 at the Heatherfield, Seminary Ridge, and
Fields at Seminary communities. We have completed our review and | would like to
share our conclusions with you. -

You requested that the sound barrier project to the east of you be extended to protect
your communities on the assumption that the State erred in omitting the Heatherfield
community. We have re-evaluated Heatherfield and determined, through an on-site
monitoring program, that, of the homes which pre-date the Beltway, four presently
experience noise levels above the impact threshold of 67 decibels. The cost to
provide the very minimum protection to these four homes would be over $1 million, or
more than $250,000 per residence. Our costs are calculated using only those homes
which are both impacted and pre-date the highway. As you can see, the cost to

‘We have also monitored noise in Seminary Ridge and confirmed your feeling that
‘levels exceed the impact threshold. (I understand that this information was previously
conveyed to you.) As we discussed, the Seminary Ridge and Fields at Seminary
communities both post-date the Beltway, and are therefore not eligible for barriers on
the basis of impacts resulting from the original Beltway construction.

You also remarked that the Beltway is ten lanes wide in the area of your communities,
and inquired about the history of that development. The Beltway consisted of eight
lanes as of 1962, prior to the existence of Seminary Ridge. Expansion by two lanes
occurred in 1987. Although Seminary Ridge was built in the interim, the impact of this
widening on overall noise levels would have been negligible. This is so primarily
because the widening occurred in the median. As a result, traffic was not brought
physically closer to the community. Rather, the improvements were made to separate
those travelers wanting to access 1-83 from those continuing on the Beltway, and were
not intended to increase capacity. Any resultant change in noise level would be in the
1-2 decibel range.

Fields at Seminary was built after the Beltway was widened, and therefore is not a |
candidate for abatement of noise attributable either te the original construction or to
the widening.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Slalewide Toll Free

Miaitinm Addraen DO Tav 747 « Raltimars MO 21203-0717
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Ms. Kate Abraham
January 27, 1995
Page Two

Under our current policy, we could draw no other conclusion than that your request
does not meet our policy. Secretary David Winstead has asked us to re-evaluate our
noise policy, which we will be doing over the next few weeks. It is not possible to
determine how this might affect the conclusions on your area. We will be in contact
with you following the policy re-evaluation. :

At several points in our discussions on this issue, suggestions have been raised about
possible alternatives to a state-funded barrier. We are very open to working with all of
the communities to assist in developing possible alternatives. Please feel free to
contact Charlie Adams to discuss how we can help. Charlie can be reached at

(410) 333-8063.

Sincerely, | : . o

o A (,-.v NS /
Hal Kassoff [ o=l d o f /
Administrator _ Lo

(L) e s

—~ SR -yl
cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams ]
Mr. Thomas Osborne ’ ' : = -
~ Mr. David L. Winstead -



Ms. Kate Abraham
January 27, 1995
Page Three

bce:  Mr. Charles R. Olsen

Prepared by: Charles B. Adams




Maryland Depaflment of Transportation
State Highway Administration

September 21, 1995

Mr. Eric Adler

9509 Footprint Place
Columbia, Maryland 21046

Dear Mr. Adler:

David L. Winstead
Secretary

Hal Kassoff -
Administrator

Thank you for your telephone call regarding the noise situation at your home

located adjacent to I-95, in Howard county.

As we discussed, | have enclosed a copy of the correrspondence which explains
our position on noise abatement for your community. If you should have any
questions concerning this information, please feel free to contact me at (410)

333-8071.

Sincerely,
o/ \

Jim Hade
Team Leader
Noise Abatement Section

cc:  Shawn Newson

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech -
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Maiiing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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' _ : /) David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation | o
State Highway Administration o Administrator

December 14, 1995

Mrs. Sheila Alexander
6810 Friendship Court
Clinton, Maryland 20735

Dear Mrs. Alexander:

Thank you for contacting our office about the noise at your home located near MD 5, in
Prince Georges county. I would like to explain a little more about our noise abatement
program and how this relates to your request.

Noise abatement projects are classified as either Type II or Type I projects. I would like
to address the Type II area first. The Type II program involves the construction of noise
barriers at locations along existing highways where the highway was built before
environmental impact analyses became a requirement of the highway development
process. These are stand-alone projects that consist solely of noise barrier construction.
~ Construction of Type Il noise barriers is limited to the Interstate highway system. Given
‘ ' this information, the community would not qualify for our Type II noise program.

Type I noise abatement projects, are those which are built in conjunction with new
roadway construction or expansion of existing highways. Noise barriers are included
when an environmental impact analysis, conducted as part of the highway planning
process determines that an adverse noise impact from the proposed highway would result,
and that noise levels can be reduced for a reasonable cost Noise levels must exceed the -
impact threshold to be considered for either program.

During the planning of the MD 5 improvements, an environmental evaluation was
conducted to determine if the adjacent communities would be impacted by noise from the
proposed improvements. There are two basic things we look at in making a
determination of noise impact. First is whether noise levels will exceed 67 decibels and
second is whether there will be a significant change in noise levels over a no-build
situation. We define significant change as equal to or greater than 5 decibels. The study
showed that residences in the area of Friendship Road would experience noise levels in
the excess of the 67 dBA impact threshold. There would be a change of 2 dBA for the
design year 2015 with the proposed improvements. Therefore, noise barriers were not
justified for inclusion with this project. However, as the highway project is initiated, we
will investigate the possibility of providing some landscape screening in the v1c1n1ty of
Friendship Road.

My telephone number is

' Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech -
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mallmg Address: P.0. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
" Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street e Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Mrs. Alexander
December 14, 1995
Page Two

We will be happy to meet with you to discuss the feasibility of landscape screening. If
you would like to meet, please contact me at (410)545-8640. '

harles B. Adax.n

Director
Office of Environmental Design

cc: Jim Hade
Ken Polcak
Shawn Newson




q David L. Winstead

Maryland Department of Transportation -
State Highway Administration  Administrator

August 15, 1995

Mr. David H. Bader
D. H. Bader Management Services, Inc.
11141 Georgia Avenue
~ Suite 512
Silver Spring MD 20902 '

'Deaf Mr. Bader:

Thank you for your recent letter about a noise barrier for the Grosvenor community
along the 1-270 East Spur. ' '

Our policy for noise barriers is being reviewed by a panel of state elected officials. This
process has just gotten underway and should be completed in the next several months.
Once this review has been completed, we will revisit your request for a sound barrier in
light of the revised policy criteria.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (410)
333-8063.

arles’B. A ""Director
Office of Environmental Design

CBA/ih

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toli Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 + Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21202

o




Mr. David H. Bader
.\ August 15, 1995
Page Two

bce: Mr. James Hade
Mr. John Lewis (MDOT) w/incoming
\/ Ms. Shawn Newson




\

David L. Winstead

3\ Maryland Department of Transportation W e
57\ State Highway Administration Administralor

February 17, 1995 T

P2

Mr. Edward Bamberger
60 Blondell Court
Timonium, MD 21093

Dear Mr. Bamberger:

Thank you for your telephone call to our office regarding the noise situation at your
community, located adjacent to |-83. Enclosed, for your information, is a copy of our
Noise Abatement Criteria. -

Noise barrier projects are classified as either Type I or Type li projects. Type |
 barriers are erected in conjunction with new roadway construction or with the
i reconstruction/expansion of existing highways.

Such barriers are built when an environmental impact analysis, conducted as part of
the highway planning process, predicts that the noise impact from the proposed
highway will exceed the impact threshold of 67 decibels, and an effective noise barrier
can be built which meets our cost criterion of $40,000.

Type Il (“or retrofit") barriers, on the other hand, are erected along highways which
were built before environmental impact analyses became a requirement of the highway
development process. These are stand alone projects which consist of barrier
construction only, and are funded subject to the availability of federal money and a
local share of 20% of the project cost. An essential criterion for Type Il eligibility is that
the majority of impacted residences pre-date the original construction of the adjacent
highway. This criteria also applies to non-residential buildings, such as schools.

Since there are currently no plans proposed for improvements along [-83, we could
not consider the community for a Type | noise situation. Also, our records indicate
that the homes in the Chapel Ridge community were built after completion of 1-83.
Based on this information, we could not consider the homes for Type Ii noise
abatement either. "

to conduct a noise study. As we would be unable to offer any type of noise

‘ In situations where we know the community will not meet our criteria, we are reluctant
. A
be3 abatement.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailina Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
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Mr. Bamberger
Page Two

ble to offer a more positive respons

| regret that we are una
tions or wish to discuss this matter f

should have more ques
at (410) 333-8063.

arles B. Adams

Director
Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure

cC: Mr. James Hade

N

Ldarme pran /8

P N

,H

1/9/

e to your request. If you

urther, please contact me




| ' ]3 David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation : Secretary

. . . Hal K ff
State Highway Administration Aaminiirator

November 20, 1995
Mr. Rick Barty
133 Riverview Avenue

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr. Barty:

Thank you for contacting our office about the noise at you home located along U.S. 50,
in Anne Arundel county. I’d like to explain a little about our noise abatement program
and how this relates to your request. '

Noise abatement projects are classified as either Type IT or Type I projects. Those which
fall into the Type II program involve the construction of nojse barriers at locations where
the highway was built before environmental impact analyses became a requirement of the
highway development process. These are stand-alone projects that consist solely of noise
barrier construction. ' '

“ We have evaluated your community to determine if it meets our Type II eligibility

' criteria. It was found that the cost to build a noise barrier between Ridgely Road and the
Severn River Bridge, would exceed our maximum of $40, 000 per residence. Given this
information, we could not consider the area for Type!Il noise barriers. '

Type I noise abatement projects, on the other hand, are those which are built in
conjunction with new roadway construction or expansion of existing highways. Noise
barriers are included when an environmental impact analysis, conducted as part of the
highway planning process determines that an adverse noise impact from the proposed
highway would result, and that nojse levels can be reduced for a reasonable cost. Noise
levels must exceed the impact threshold to be considered for either program.

During the planning of the U.S. 50/301 improvements, an environmental evaluation was
conducted to determine if the adjacent communities would be impacted by noise from the
proposed improvements. There are two basic things we look at in making a
determination of noise impact. First is whether noise levels will exceed 67 decibels and
second is whether there will be a significant change in noise levels over a no-build
situation. We define significant change as equal to or greater than S decibels. The study
showed that residences on Riverview Avenue would experience future year 2010 noise
levels in excess of the 67 dBA impact threshold. There would be an increase of 2 dBA
. due to the highway improvements, |

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 - Baltimore, MD 21203-0717

Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21202 L




Mr. Rick Barty
November 20, 1995
Page Two '

At that time our po'licy was to consider noise barriers only when an increase of 5 dBA is
forecast. Therefore, noise barriers were not justified for inclusion with this project.

In 1989, when the actual construction project was underway, an excess of earth was
available from the construction and space was available to construct an earth berm. The
earth berm, which is located along the western end of Riverview Avenue, provides
protection for five residences. '

Over the years we have heard from many citizens who have voiced some of the same
concerns as yours. Because of these issues, a decision was made to review our noise
policy to see if revisions should be made. At this time it would be unfair to speculate
whether any revisions would change the circumstances of your community. However,
once the review process is complete, we will re-evaluate the area.

I am sorry that I could not offer a more positive response to your request. [ will be in
touch when the review is completed. In the meantime, if you should have any questions
regarding this information, please contact me at (410)545-8640.

Director .
Office of Environmental Design

cc: Jim Hade
Ken Polcak
~Shawn Newson

o+
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= ' Secretary
X Maryland Department of Transportation
,,,;? State Highway Administration o massoff
£F .

September 6, 1995

Ms. Sherry Becker
2806 Grastywoods Lane
Baltimore, Maryland 21208

Dear Ms. Becker:

Mr. Ken Polcak asked that the encloséd information be forwarded
to you. Included is the maps and table of the noise analysis for
the Brickford and Ice Pond area.

Mr. Polcak is out of the office this week, and will contact you
when he returns on September 14, 1995. In the meantime, if you
have any questions, please feel free to contact me at

(410) 333-8073. 3 '

Singerely,
140 wudgn/
Shawn Newson '

Office of Environmental Design,
Acoustic Team

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Ken Polcak

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202

David L. Winstead
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David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of I;ansportation |© perey
State Highway Administration Administrator

August 15, 1995 ,

Mr. Fred Blaine
8911 Chantel Court
Ellicott City, Maryland -

Dear Mr. Blaine:

I am writing to report the results of the noise monitoring study
conducted at your home located near I-70. A graph of the
24-hour noise monitoring study is included for your information.

The 24-hour noise test was conducted én the upper level deck in

your back yard. The measurement shows that noise levels at your
home were consistently below our impact threshold of 67 decibels
(dBA). The impact threshold is the level which must be exceeded
before we can consider a community for noise abatement.

While the noise levels at your home do not reach the impact.
threshold of 67 dBA, an in-depth noise monitoring study of the
entire community needs to be done to see if any homes are
impacted at 67 dBA. This study will include additional 24-hour
.studies, as well as short-term measurements at selected sites
throughout the community. Someone from our office will contact

you in the next several weeks to schedule a time frame for. this
work.

In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding this matter,
please do not hesitate to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

Director
Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure
cc: Mr. Jim Hade

Mr. Ken Polcak
Ms. Shawn Newson N

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street Baltimore, Maryland 21202




® 24 - HOUR NOISE M®NITORING STUDY ¢
8911 CHANTEL COURT
BLAINE RESIDENCE /7

Noise Level in dBA
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- Northeast Quadrant of I-70/U.S.29 Interchange

EXHIBIT 1
AUGUST 2-3, 1995




David L. Winstead

Maryland Department of Transportation | e ot )
State Highway Administration Administrator

July 24, 1995

Mr. Edward Bamberger
60 Blondell Court
Timonium, Maryland 21093

Dear Mr. Bambérger:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the noise situation
along I-83, in the vicinity of the Chapel Ridge community. You
voiced several concerns in your letter that I would like to
address in the order in which you raised them.

Type I noise abatement projects are those which are built in
conjunction with new roadway construction or reconstruction.
Impact assessment is based upon the noise levels expected to
result from the improvements compared to the impact threshold
level of 67 decibels and the increase in noise levels over those
had the improvements not occurred. Existing I-83 was constructed
in 1974, which was before construction of Chapel Ridge.

',- The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has not established

' specific criteria for Type II decision making. They have left it
up to the individual states to develop their own criteria for
determining where Type II noise barriers are reasonable and
feasible. When Maryland made the decision to develop a Type II
program, we felt that eligibility should be based upon develop-
ment which predated the original highway. Additionally, noise
levels must exceed the 67 dBA threshold, a barrier must provide a
minimum of 5 DBA reduction and the cost of the barrier cannot
exceed $40,000 per protected residence.

Bullet point #1 - Our noise policy is currently under review. It
is expected that this review will be completed in the next
several months. Under our current policy the Chapel Ridge
community does not fall under either Type I or II criteria. 1If
the policy review changes these circumstances, we will revisit
this issue. I want you to know that many of the points you have
raised echo those we have received from other communities and are
being addressed in the new policy.

Bullet point #2 - The most recent noise monitoring study was
conducted on Averne Court in 1990. Included for your information
is a copy of the results.

. _ My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street Baltimore, Maryla_nd 21202




Mr. Bamberger
July 24, 1995
Page Two

Bullet point #3 - Also included, is a letter from 1985 which
documents a request for noise abatement for Mays Chapel.

Bullet Point #4 - Highway reconstruction is defined as any
project which significantly changes either the horizontal or

vertical alignment or increases the number of through-traffic
lanes.

Bullet point #5 - The history of I-83 from our records is:

o 1962 Dual lanes to Pennsylvania completed.

o 1970 Bridges widened at Timonium Road and Padonia
Road. ‘

o 1971 3rd lane added to Padonia Road.

o ;97§ 3rd lanes added frnm Padonia Road to Shawan
oad.

Bullet point #6 - The information regarding traffic volume
studies will require further investigation. We will report our
findings to you as soon as they become'available. There are no
plans for any improvements on I-83 at this time.

Bullet point #7 - Noise barriers which' have been built in
Maryland are funded with Federal and state transportation funds.

We have not constructed any barriers which did not meet our
policy.

I hope that I have clarified your concerns about our noise abate-
ment program. I will get in touch with you with the results of
our noise policy review. In the meantime, if you should have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

ereW;,

arles B. Adanms
Director

Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Jim Hade
Ms. Shawn Newson
Mr. Ken Polcak




lo74

Qb David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation o
State Highway Administration Administrator

September 26, 1995

Mr. Edward Bamberger
60 Blondell Court
Timonium, Maryland 21093

Dear Mr. Bamberger:

I am writing to report the information you requested reggrding
Lraffic date along I-83 from Timonium Road to Padonia wwad.
Attached is the traffic volume report and a sheet which explains
each of the traffic terms. ' :

If you should have any questions regarding this information,
pPlease feel free to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

Adams

Director
Office of Environmental Design '

Attachment
cc: Jim Hade

Ken Polcak
/éhawn Newson

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewidé Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street "o Baltimore, Maryland 21202

—..
N
S~
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- | 94 David L. Winstead |
e Secretary
Maryland Department of Transportation Hal Kassoff

State Highway Administration - Administrator

Novemebr 16, 1995

‘Mr. Edward Bamberger
60 Blondell Court
Timonium, Maryland 21093

Dear Mr. Bamberger:
[ am writing to report the information you requested regarding the traffic volumes along

1-83, from Timonium Road to Padonia Road, Attached is the traffic volume data which
includes counts over the last five (5) years, as well as predicted year 2020 traffic counts.

If you should have any questions or require additional information, pleasé contact me at .
(410)545-8640. '

‘

" Director
- Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure
cc: Jim Hade

Ken Polcak
Shawn Newson

. ' ' My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toil Free

Mailing Address: P.Q. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street » Baltir_nore, Maryland 21202




9‘3/ David L. Winstead

Maryland Department of Transportation P ot
State Highway Administration Administrator

July 24, 1995

Mr. Edward Bamberger
60 Blondell Court
Timonium, Maryland 21093

Dear Mr. Bamberger:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the noise situation ~
along I-83, in the vicinity of the Chapel Ridge community. You
voiced several concerns in your letter that I would like to
address in the order in which you raised them.

Type I noise abatement projects are those which are built in
conjunction with new roadway construction or reconstruction.
Impact assessment is based upon the noise levels expected to
result from the improvements compared to the impact threshold
level of 67 decibels and the increase in noise levels over those
had the improvements not occurred. Existing I-83 was constructed
in 1974, which was before construction of Chapel Ridge.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has not established
specific criteria for Type II decision making. They have left it
up to the individual states to develop their own criteria for
determining where Type II noise barriers are reasonable and
feasible. When Maryland made the decision to develop a Type II
program, we felt that eligibility should be based upon develop-
ment which predated the original highway. Additionally, noise
levels must exceed the 67 dBA threshold, a barrier must provide a
minimum of 5 DBA reduction and the cost of the barrier cannot
exceed $40,000 per protected residence.

Bullet point #1 - Our noise policy is currently under review. It
is expected that this review will be completed in the next
several months. Under our current policy the Chapel Ridge
community does not fall under either Type I or II criteria. If
the policy review changes these circumstances, we will revisit
this issue. I want you to know that many of the points you have
raised echo those we have received from other communities and are
being addressed in the new policy.

Bullet point #2 - The most recent noise monitoring study was
conducted on Averne Court in 1990. Included for your information
is a copy of the results.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toli Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street Baltimore, Maryland 21202

1077 4
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Mr. Bamberger *
July 24, 1995 5
Page Two

Bullet point #3 - Also included, is a letter from 1985 which
documents a request for noise abatement for Mays Chapel.

Bullet Point #4 - Highway reconstruction is defined as any
project which significantly changes either the horizontal or

vertical alignment or increases the number of through-traffic
lanes. o :

Bullet point #5 - The history of I-83 from our records is:

O 1962 Dual lanes to Pennsylvania completed.

o 1970 Bridges widened at;Timonium Road and Padonia
Road. ‘

o 1971 3rd lane added to fadonia Road.

O

1974 3rd lanes added frbm Padonia Road to Shawan
Road.

Bullet point #6 - The information regarding traffic volume
' studies will require further investigation. We will report our

findings to you as soon as they become available. There are no
plans for any improvements on I-83 at this time,

Bullet point #7 - Noise barriers which have been built in
Maryland are funded with Federal and state transportation funds.

We have not constructed any barriers which did not meet our
policy.

I hope that I have clarified your concerns about our noise abate-
ment program. I will get in touch with you with the results of
our noise policy review. 1In the meantime, if you should have any
quegtions, please feel free to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

ereY;,

arles B. Adams
Director

Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Jim Hade
Ms. Shawn Newson
. Mr. Ken Polcak
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1 ' 934 David L. Winstead
NSV Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary

APAG . . . _ Hal Kassoff
WL i) State Highway Administration Adminisiator

November 20, 1995

Mr. Rick Barty
133 Riverview Avenue
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr. Barty:

Thank you for contacting our office about the noise at you home located along U.S. 5 0,

in Anne Arundel county. I’d like to explain a ljttle about our noise abatement program
and how this relates to your request. '

Noise abatement projects are classified as either Type II or Type I projects. Those which
fall into the Type II program involve the construction of nojse barriers at locations where
the highway was built before environmental impact analyses became a requirement of the
highway development process. These are stand-alone projects that consist solely of noise
barrier construction. :

We have evaluated your community to determine if.it meets our Type 11 eligibility
criteria. It was found that the cost to build a noise barrier between Ridgely Road and the
Severn River Bridge, would exceed our maximum of $40, 000 per residence. Given this
information, we could not consider the area for Type I noise barriers.

Type I noise abatement projects, on the other hand, are those which are built in )
conjunction with new roadway construction or expaq)sion of existing highways. Noise
barriers are included when an environmental impact analysis, conducted as part of the
highway planning process determines that an adverse noise impact from the proposed
“highway would result, and that noise levels can be reduced for a reasonable cost.  Nojse
levels must exceed the impact threshold to be considéred for either program.

During the planning of the U.S. 50/301 improvements, an environmental evaluation was
conducted to determine if the adjacent communities would be impacted by noise from the
proposed improvements. There are two basic things we look at in making a
determination of noise impact. First is Wwhether noise levels will exceed 67 decibels and
second is whether there will be a significant change in noise levels over a no-build
situation. We define significant change as equal to or greater than 5 decibels. The study
showed that residences on Riverview Avenue would experience future year 2010 noise
levels in excess of the 67 dBA impact threshold. There would be an increase of 2 dBA
due to the highway improvements. ‘

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street * Baltimore, Maryland 21202




hg

Mr. Rick Barty
November 20, 1995
Page Two

At that time our policy was to consider noise barriers only when an increase of 5 dBA is
forecast. Therefore, noise barriers were not justified for inclusion with this project.

In 1989, when the actual construction project was underway, an excess of earth was
available from the construction and space was available to construct an earth berm. The
earth berm, which is located along the western end of Riverview Avenue, provides
protection for five residences.

Over the years we have heard from many citizens who have voiced some of the same
concerns as yours. Because of these issues, a decision was made to review our noise
policy to see if revisions should be made. At this time it would be unfair to speculate
whether any revisions would change the circumstances of your community. However
once the review process is complete, we will re- evaluate the area.

I am sorry that I could not offer a more positive response to your request. I will be in
touch when the review is completed. In the meantime, if you should have any questions
regarding this information, please contact me at (410)545-8640.

Director .
Office of Environmental Design )

cc: Jim Hade
Ken Polcak
Shawn Newson
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David L. Winstead

SIFP ™ Maryiand Department of Transportation o e
Bywiky) State Highway Administration - Administrator

November 7, 1995

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Benzel
1810 Hall Brown Road
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Benzel:

Thank yoﬁ for contacting our office about the noise situation at your home located along
I-97, in Anne Arundel county. ' ‘

When we receive requests for noise barriers, they are evaluated and measured against -
criteria that include: whether the noise levels exceed 67 decibels (dBA), whether the
homes pre-date the highway, whether an effective barrier can be built, and whether a
barrier can be built for a reasonable cost. ' :

In 1981 when the Federal Highway Administration gave its approval for the
improvements along the Baltimore-Annapolis Corridor (which included the 1-97
construction), the sub-division that you live in had not yet been constructed. The date of
location approval is considered the date of public knowledge of a project. We do not
fund noise abatement in areas that were developed after the date of public knowledge of a
proposed highway project. Even if some of the homes in the area were constructed by the
time the improvements were begun and completed, the use of that land was subsequent to
the date of public knowledge. Unfortunately, given this information we cannot consider
the community for noise abatement.

I regref _thét‘ I am unable to offer a positive respdnse‘to your inquiry. HoWever, if you
have any questions regarding this information, please contact me at (410) 545-8640.

arles B. Adams
Director
Office of Environmental Design

cc: Jim Hade
1+ Ken Polcak
Shawn Newson

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaiified Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 - Béltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street e Baltimore, Maryland 21202




9/) 0. James Lighthizer

Secretary

Maryland Department of Transportation o Koot
State nghway AdmInIStIai’IOH Administrator

January 26, 1995

Dr. John Beschenbossel
1604 Governor Bridge Road T
Davidsonville, MD 21035

Dear Dr. Beschenbossel:

I am writing in response to your request for a wooden fence to be installed along US
50 adjacent to your community.

| reviewed the circumstances after we met and discussed the issue with District
Engineer Edward Meehan. We feel that the installation of the fence will not have any
significant affect upon the noise levels in the area. This is particularly true at your
home due to the distance, several hundred feet, you are from the highway.
As you are aware, the cost of a sound barrier was not within the State Highway

. Administration’s cost criterion. We have installed evergreens to provide a screen
which will provide a visual buffer as the trees increase in height. | recognize that it will
take some time to achieve this screening effect. ‘

We do not feel that the installation of a wooden fence is justified. I'm sorry | can not

provide a more positive response. If you have any questions, or would like to discuss
this, please give me a call at (410) 333-8063.

ergly,

arles B. Adams
Director
Office of Environmental Design

cC: Mr. Edward Meehan

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Strget » Baltimore, Maryland 21202




R Page Two
.‘ Dr. John Beschenbossel
1/26/95

‘bee:  Jim Ha&-z
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(_bb .David L. Winstead

: . . Secretar
Maryland Department of Transportation Hal Kessoff

State Highway Administration Administrator

September 6, 1995

Mr. William Burton
1747 Lerch Farm Court
Davidsonville, Maryland 21035

Dear Mr. Burton: b
I am writing to follow-up your recent conversation with Ms. Shawn
Newson of our office regarding the ndise monitoring study
scheduled for your community,

As you requested, we will postpone the 24-hour noise monitoring
study at your residence until this fall when the leaves have
fallen off the trees. A representative from our office will

contact you by the end of October to schedule a timeframe for
this work. ‘

In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding this matter
plepse feel free to contact me at (410) 333-8063. '

[

Director
Offije of Environmental Design

Ms. B.J. Gibson
Mr. Jim Hade

Mr. Ken Polcak
Ms. Shawn Newson

cC:

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
) 1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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Maryland Department of Transportation | e ansoft
State Highway Administration * Administrator

October S, 1995

Mrs. Estelle Carroll
1738 W. Winchester Road :
Annapolis MD 21401 - | :

Dear Mrs. Carroll: |

I am writing as a follow-up to our recent meeting about the noise levels at your home
adjacent to US 50. I indicated that we would look at the previous analysis to determine
if an extension of the noise barrier planned just east of you might be possible.

We have reviewed the previous analysis and I would like to summarize the results.

® 1. . Current noise levels from US 50 exceed the impact threshold of 67
decibels. ' . -

2 Construction of a noise barrier to provide even a minimum amount of
noise reduction would have to extend onto the Severn River Bridge. The
cost to extend the barrier would be over $200,000 and would not be within
our cost/residence maximum of $40,000 per protected residence..

I am sorry that I am unable to report godd news to you. “There is no question'that your
home is adversely affected by the noise from US 50. If you have any questions, please
give me a call at (410) 333-8063. .

- Charles B. Adams, Director
Office of Environmental Design

CBA/ih

My telephone number ig

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
- : _ 1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free - ’
"~ Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
~ Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street ‘o Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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Mr. John Cece
7004 Kepner Court
Lanham MD 20706

Dear Mr. Cece:

Governor Glendening has asked me to thank you for your letter and reply on his behalf
regarding a noise barrier for the Kingswood community.

The Kingswood community as you are aware, meets the eligibility criteria for a noise
barrier. The issue has been one of fund availability. The Department of Transportation and
the State Highway Administration (SHA) are in the process of putting together statewide
transportation needs for the Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP) for 1996-2001.
Funding of noise barriers for those previously approved communities, which includes
Kingswood, is being looked at for inclusion. :

This process will be finalized in the coming months when we visit with officials from each
county to discuss transportation priorities. No final decisions have been made at this point,
however, we are looking at ways to fund noise barriers for you and other impacted
communities.

Thank you for taking the time to share your concem§ with us and for your continued
patience. If you have any questions or would like any additional information please contact
Mr. Charles B. Adams, Director of SHA’s Office of Environmentai Design, at (410) 333-
8063. : o

Sincerely,

Lorfunls?”

David L. Winstead
Secretary

cc:  The Honorable Parris N. Glendening
Mr. Hal Kassoff
Mr. Charles B. Adams

: 859-7600
My telephone number is (410)-
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755




Mr. John CeE:e
August 21, 1995

‘ Page Two

bce: Mr. Paul Armstrong
Mr. James Hade
Mr. John Lewis (MDOT)

Prepared by: Charles B. Adams, SHA, Office of Environmental Design
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: David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

8l) State Highway Administration

September 1, 1995

Mr. John J. Clark, Director

Office of Planning and Project Development s
Montgomery County M

Department of Transportation

101 Monroe Street
Rockville MD 20850

Enclosed for signature by the appropriate County officials are two (2) originals of a ‘ A
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the State Highway Administration (S a
Montgomery County (County) for the 1-495 Noise Abatement Barriers project. : :Z '

Generally, this MOU provides for SHA to construct noise abatement barriers along 1495 _ree a,é/
approximately from 2000’ east of MD 187 to 1500’ east of Fernwood Road. SHA will fund A
80% of the construction cost via use of Federal Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 27 5 7{/ /

Act (ISTEA) funds and the County will fund the remaining 20% of the construction costs. ,
SHA will fund design costs for the barriers.

The MOU has been review by both SHA and the County, and all comments have been
addressed.

The project has been advertised and bid opening is scheduled for September 7, 1995, therefore
time is of the essence in executing this MOU.

Following application of County signatures, please call me or my assistant
Glenn Klaverweiden, and we will arrange to have the two (2) originals returned to SHA and -

circulate for SHA’s execution signatures. Glenn or I can be reached at (410) 545-5677.

Once SHA has executed the two (2) originals we will arrange to have one (1) fully executed
original returned to the County for its use and information.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Mr. John J. Clark
. [-495 Noise Abatement MOU
Page 2 :

I would like to thank you for your assistance in bringing this matter to a successful conclusion
and if you should have any questions, do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

. /'/A . -

%Z«,Walter S. Kowalsky

_ Agreements Coordinator :
-Regional and Intermodal
Planning Division

Ew::s (2) _
cc: r. Charlie Adams

Ms. Mary Deitz
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen
' Mr. Douglas H. Simmons




Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration

August 28, 1995

Mr. John Clark, Director

Office of Planning and Project Development
101 Monroe Street

EOB Tenth Floor

Rockville MD 20850

Dear Mr. Clark:

L
.
LDISE
David L. Winstead
Secretary

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

I am writing as a follow-up to our conversation about two noise barrier projects on I-495,

the Capital Beltway in Montgomery County.

The two as yet unbuilt projects are at Woodside Forest community east of MD 97 and
the Indian Springs community adjacent to the inner loop west of University Boulevard,
MD 193. The estimated construction cost for these projects is $3.5 million and $1.5

million, respectively.

If ybu should have any additional questions, please give me a call at (410) 333-8063.

3
{

arles BY s, Director
Office of Environmental Design

CBA/ih

My telephone number is

. Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Sbeech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

- Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Parris N. Glendening

Maryland Department of Transportation &37 Governor

The Secretary’s Office David L. Winstead
Secretary

Thomas L. Osbome
Deputy Secretary

September 22, 1995

Mr. Charles Coale
4006 74th Place
Landover Hills MD 20784 -

Dear Mr. Coale:

Thank you for your letter about a sound barrier for the Bellemead community adjacent to US
50 in Prince George’s County. As you indicated in your letter, the Bellemead area has
previously been determined to meet the eligibility criteria for a sound barrier. The question
has been one of funding.

We are currently looking at the funding for all of the remaining retrofit noise barriers,
including one for Bellemead. I expect a final decmon to be made in the next few months.
We are attempting to fund these remaining projects.

Again, thank you for taking the time to share your concerns with me. If you have any
questions, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Director of the State Highway
Administration’s Office of Environmental Design, at (410) 333-8063.

Sincerely,

Wkt

avid L. Winstead
Secretary

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams
Mr. Hal Kassoff |
Mr. John Lewis . _ |

My telephone number is (410)- 859‘7600
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919

Post Office Box '8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755




Mr. Charles Coale
September 25, 1995
Page Two

bee:  Mr. Paul Armstrong
Mr. James Hade
‘Ms. Shawn Newson




David L. Winstead

Maryland Department of Transportation :eclre;;v .
[y State Highway Administration | Hal Kassof

September 8, 1995

Mrs. Cohen j
10305 Wetherburn Road
Ellicott City, Maryland 21042

Dear Mrs. Cohen

Thank you for your telephone call about the noise situation in

the Wetherburn community located adjacent to I-70, in Howard
county. '

To determine where noise barriers are constructed we follow a set
of criteria. One of these is that the homes must pre-date the
construction of the highway. Our records indicate that the homes
in the Wetherburn community were constructed after completion of

I-70. Based upon this information we cannot consider the
community for noise abatement.

Additionally, regarding the increase of the speed limit to
65 mph studies conducted by the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) have shown that a maximum increase of 1-1.5 dBA could

result. This increase would be below the threshold of perception
of the average person.

I regret that I am unable to offer a more positive response to
your request. However, if you have any questions or wish to

discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 333-8063.

erely,

arles B. s
Director
Office of Environmental Design

+

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Mrs. Cohen

. Page 2

Ken Polcak
JShawn Newson
‘Gene R. Straub

bcc:jJim Hade
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David L. Winstead

S’ﬁ}A Maryland Department of Transportation Fial Fommsolff
Ryl State Highway Administration - Administrator
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PLEASE REPLY TO :

OFFICE OF DISTRICT ENGINEER

5111 BUCKEYSTOWN PIKE a
FREDERICK , MARYLAND 21701-8305 o

November 8, 1995

Ms. Carole Contel
6861 Caravan Ct. .
Columbia, MD 21044

Dear Carole:

This is a follow-up to our meeting on October 31 with you and other homeowners
in Patuxent Run concerning the fencing being erected as part of our Relocated MD 32
project.

'  We have reviewed this matter and wish to advise you of our findings and intended

actions:

- The fencing directly behind your house (and your neighbors) will be
relocated to the MD 32 side of the berm in front of the trees in this area.
This will put the fence anywhere from approximately 15’ to 30’ inside our
right-of-way line. When we get beyond the houses in this area, the fencing
will be brought back in to meet the existing fencing 1’ off the right-of-way.

- If the community wishes to consider an additional fence, contact should be
made with Howard County, the owner of the property abutting our right-of-
way.

- We will ask our Office of Environmental Design to perform a noise analysis
in this area after the opening of Relocated MD 32 in late December. This
analysis will determine actual noise levels and what mitigation measures, if
any, may be needed. We anticipate that the noise analysis will be

completed by March, 1996.

-
‘ My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Letter to Ms. Carole Contel
November 8, 1995
Page two

It was a pleasure to meet with you and we hope our comments are helpful to you.
Feel free to give me, or Robert Fisher, Assistant District Engineer-Construction, a call at
1-800-635-5119 if you want to further discuss. '

Sincerely,

) ‘ \'"fv/-." .,,»‘
Q A “/( 3 L} )

Gene R. Straub
Acting District Engineer

GRS/msc

cc:  MECHATIESTAdams
Robert Fisher
Larry Patterson
John Murray




David L. Winstead

Maryland Department of Transportation o o
State Highway Administration ' Administrator

October 17, 1995

Mr. Ned Delaney
1004 Howard Grove View
Davidsonville, Maryland 21035

Dear Mr. Delaney: "

Thank you for your letter regarding the noise situation at the Eagles Passages
sub-division, located along U.S. 50. I would like to explain our noise abatement policy

and how it relates to your community. I would also like to apologize for not promptly
responding to your initial letter to our office. :

In 1982 when the Federal Highway Administration gave its location approval for the
improvements to U.S. 50, the Eagles Passages sub-division had not been constructed. The
date of location approval is considered the date of public knowledge of a project. Our
policy does not permit funding for noise abatement in areas that were developed after the
date of public knowledge of a proposed highway project. Even if some of the homes
were constructed by the time the improvements were begun and completed, the use of that
land had not been platted subsequent to the date of public knowledge. Also, during the
planning for the U.S. 50 improvements, an environmental impact study was conducted
‘which included noise monitoring to determine if any areas would receive noise impacts as
aresult of the highway expansion. It was determined that predicted noise levels for the

design year 2005, would not exceed our impact threshold of
67 decibels (dBA).

Each request by a community for a noise barrier is evaluated according to the individual
merits and measured against our criteria of which all must be met. Unfortunately, given
the information from our records, the date of construction and noise level requirements
are not met and therefore, we cannot consider the community for noise abatement..

With regard to the increase of the speed limit to 65 mph, studies conducted by the Federal
Highway Administration have shown that as speeds reach higher ranges (50 and above),

that an increase of 1-1.5 dBA may occur, which is below the threshold of perception of
the average person.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street ‘o Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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' Mr. Ned Delaney - "
Page Two

I regret that I am not able to offer a more positive response to your request for noise
barriers. However, if you have any questions, or would like to discuss this matter in more
detail, please contact me at (410) 545-8640.

Charles B. Adams
Director
Office of Environmental Design

cc: Mr. James Hade
Mr. Ken Polcak
Ms. Shawn Newson
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Mr. Charlie Adams July 14, 1995
State Highway Administration

Director - Office of Environmental Design

707 North Calvert Street ]

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mr. Adams,

I am writing you today to request a noise wall or sound barrier be instalied on easi and wesi
bound Rt. 50 in Anne Arundel County between Rt. 424 and the South River. That being said, let me
introduce myself. My name is Ned Delaney and I live in the Eagles Passages subdivision in Davidsonville
on the Eastbound sidc of Ri. 50 jusi sust of Puilund Roud.

I have spoken to many people within the SHA regarding the noise walls and I have a good
concept of the process. It is my understanding that before a new highway is constructed or expanded, a
study is performed to determine if noise walls are necessary for the surrounding area. I also understand
only existing homes will receive consideration for a noise wall when the highway is built. Any new
homes built after the highway is open are not eligible. A subsequent review of the area can be made if
there have been changes since the initial report. I assume that these studies were performed for Eagles
Passages and we were turned down for a noise wall. I am writing to inform you that the area has changed
dramatically and would like to request a new study be completed for the purpose of determmmg eligibility
for a noise wall

My first concern would be those homes who are in Section Three. Section Three homes were - *
settled long before the expansion to Rt. 50 was completed and reopened. That alone should have been
enough to justify a wall. Perhaps at the time of the initial study. the truck volume was not as high as it is

PRIINS ¢

now. While the resusinde: of the siaic is in dubute oves ihe “Eacion Rysnes”, T 2an assure you the

residents along this corridor know it is already here. The 1ncr‘ease in truck traffic throughout the day and
night has increased dramatically in the past 12 months. The most recent noticeable increase has come
with the addition of signs posted on Southbound Rt. 301/3 before the 97 split and Northbound Rt. 301/3
before Rt. 50. These signs dictate thru traffic to use the Rt..50 /97 route to avoid Crofton. This effectively
became known as the “Crofton Bypass”. - The attached article suggests not many travelers have heeded the
signs, but I can assure you the trucks have altered their routes to avoid Rt. 301/3 stop lights. We now
have the “Eastern Bypass” and the “Crofton Bypass” running through our community, adding a
tremendous amount of n01se Neither of these two bypasses were present when your initial study was
completed. :

- One of the more recent developments and contributors to our noise problem is the speed limit.
As you know, our corridor is one of only two places in Anne Arundel County (the other being the second
half of the “Crofton Bypass”) to have the speed limit raised to 65 MPH.. This definitely has increascd the
noise level in our community and also was not a factor when yo ir initial study was completed.




P’

I also believe construction of a noise wall will help address another concern of mine: safety.
Over the past thre¢ years there have been many incidents of vehicles being pursed by police. Suspects stop
along Rt. 50, go into neighborhoods, steal cars and continue their journey. The most notable being the
two Canadians hiding in the woods on the Westbound side of Rt. 50 for days. Police seem to end all high
speed pursuits just below our house. In January while I was away, my wife heard sirens on the highway
and the stoppage of ¥car. The next thing she heard was the police PA system saying “Put the gun dows.”.
That did not make for a good nights sleep. The most recent occurrence to make the papers was the long
chase from Easton that ended with police firing gunshots into tl.e vehicle to stop it. Again this occurred
adjacent to our community

I am not naive enough to think that the wails wili lower the crime raie, but'they inay prevent
crime from happening in our area. My main concern, however, is the noise level of the trucks at all
hours. What was once a beautiful and peaceful community is now a victim of noise pollution..
Conversation in some of the yards is nearly impossible and sleep is sometimes difficult, especially on
Sunday nights when the trucks return to the road after the weekend. :

I believe I have noted several significant developments along the Rt. 50 corridor and have given
enough information to warrant another review for determining our eligibility for a noise wall. For these
reasons, I would like to invite you to visit the Eagles Passages community for a review of the noise levels
in our development. Please call me at home 410-956-4030 or at work 410-224-2020 so we may scheduie
your visit. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and assjsfance in this matter.

. Sincerely,

Ned Delaney
1004 Howard Grove View
Davidsonville, MD 21035
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‘ Maryland Department of Transportation ParrisN. Glendering
) The Secretary’s Office 4@ David L. Winstead
4 Secretary
| . : : Thomas L. Osborne

"Deputy Secretary
September 20, 1995

Mr. Harry W. Detrich, Jr.
4208 74th Place
Hyattsville MD 20784

Dear Mr. Detrich:

Thank you for your letter about a sound barrier for the Bellemead community adjacent to US
50 in' Prince George’s County. The Bellemead area has previously been determined to meet
the eligibility criteria for a sound barrier as you indicated in your letter. The question has
been one of funding.

We are in the process of looking at the funding for all of the remaining retrofit noise
L barriers, including Bellemead. I expect a final decision will be made in the next few months.
‘ We are making every effort to fund these remaining projects.

Again, thank you for taking the time to share your coﬁcem_s with me. If you have any
~ Questions, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Environmental Design Director at the
State Highway Administration, who can be reached at (410) 333-8063.

Sincerely,
David L. &a& i
Secretary

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams
Mr. Hal Kassoff
Mr. John Lewis

My telephone number is (410)- 859-7600
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919

Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington International Airport, Maryland 21240-0755




Mr. Harry W. Detrich, Jr.
September 20, 1995
Page Two

bee: Mr. Paul Armstrong
Mr. James Hade
Ms. Shawn Newson
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2 x Maryland Department of Transportation e Zeclrefry )
& io4) State Highway Administration | Hal Kassof

August 8, 1995

Mr. James DiPaula

Executive Director

Brightwood Retirement Community

100 Brightwood Club Drive :
Lutherville, Maryland 21093

Dear Mr. DiPaula:

I am writing to report the results of the noise monitoring study
conducted at the Brightwood Retirement community, located
adjacent to the Baltimore Beltway, (I-695). A graph of the
24-hour noise monitoring study is enclosed for your information.

Before we discuss the results, I'd like to thank your security
staff for removing the meter when it rained during the noise
monitoring. Because of their efforts, we were able to document
the time of the rain interference and maintain use of the
collected data without re-scheduling additional tests.

The 24-hour noise test was conducted on the lawn next to the
security fence, directly across from unit #511. The measurement
shows that noise levels at the community were consistently below
our impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA). The impact threshold
is the level which must be exceeded before we can consider a
community for noise abatement. Noise levels only exceeded the
impact threshold during the hour of 1:00 AM when the noise meter
was moved and replaced again at 3:00 AM. due to rain activity.
Based upon this information, noise levels do not warrant
consideration of noise abatement. Additionally, given the
distance Brightwood is from the Beltway we do not expect the
impact threshold to increase to or exceed the impact threshold as
a result of the upcoming highway improvements.

I regret that I am unable to offer a more positive response to
your request. If you should have any questions, please feel free
to contact me at (410) 333-8063. ' :

arles B. Adams
Director
Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure ,
My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
. Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202

#




cc.

Mr. Jim Hade
Mr. Ken Polcak
Ms. Shawn Newson




e ~ 24-HOUR NOISE ®ONITORING STUDY e .
Brightwood Retirement Community -« ’
I-695 (outer loop) between Ruxton Road and Joppa Road
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David L. Winstead
Secretary |

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

State Highway Administration

November 7, 1995

Ms. Sylvia Doyle |
1910 Lansdowne Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Doyle:

I am Writing to follow-up our previous le&er, to bring you up to date on our landscape
analysis at the I-495 innerloop exit ramp, near your home along MD 97. We have

completed the analysis and would like to share our findings with you. .

The results showed that, within the limits of our right-of-way there is not sufficient room
to provide additional planting along the ramp giver the existing vegetation. Broadleaf
evergreen plantings, off our right-of-way, may provide some visual screening; however,
our policies do not allow for planting off State Highway right-of-way.

I regret that I am unable to offer a more positive response to your request. However, if
you have any questions regarding this information, please contact me at (410)545-8640.

arles B. Ad.ams
Director

Office of Environmental Design

cc: Ken Polcak
~ |Dan Uebersax
J Shawn Newson

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 « Béltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21202




David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation Secretary

6 State Highway Administration Ml

August 29, 1995

Ms. Sylvia Doyle
1910 Lansdowne Drive
Silver Spring, Maryland

Dear Ms. Doyle:

I am writing to report the results of the noise monitoring study
conducted at your home at Georgia Avenue, along the Capital
Beltway (I-495). A graph of the 24-hour noise measurement taken
at your home is enclosed for your information. Before we discuss
the results, I'd like to apologize for taking so long to respond
to you with our findings.

The 24-hour measurement shows that noise levels at your home are
consistently below our impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA).

The impact threshold is the level which must be exceeded before
we can consider a community for noise abatement. In one instance
near the end of the test the impact threshold was exceeded (most
likely due to sources other than highway noise). This is not to
imply that you do not experience noise from I-495.

Our review of prior design studies for the existing noise barrier.
showed that extending the noise barrier would not provide
substantial noise reduction because of the distance back from the
roadway and highway is elevated above the residences.

With regard to your request to provide plantings along the exit
ramp, we have begun an analysis to determine what landscape
options may be feasible at this location. This work should be
take about 30 days to complete. One concern is planting cannot
obstruct vehicle visibility along the ramp. We will contact you
when this analysis has been completed:. Also, the work which"
cleared the trees near MD 97 (Georgia Avenue) was done by the
developer of the adjacent property.

Your concerns regarding improvements to the bridge over Georgia
Avenue have been expressed to our District Office and the Office
of Bridge Development. We have been assured that these
maintenance issues will be addressed. Additionally, a project
for repaving the bridge is scheduled to begin after Labor Day.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impairec; Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.0O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street e Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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Ms. Sylvia Doyle’
Page Two

I hope that this information has clarified your concerns. I will
be in touch with the results of the landscape analysis in

30 days. In the meantime, if you should have any questions or
wish to discuss this matter, please feel free to contact me at
(410)) 333-8063.

Director 1
Office of Environmental Design -

Enclosure

cc: The Honorable Chris Van Hollen, Jr.




Ken Polcak
Shawn Newson
Dan Uebersax

: . bece: Jim Hade

¢
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| . David L. Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation &4 Seroy
State Highway Administration al Kassoff

Administrator

September 29, 1995
The Honorable Charles I. Ecker
Howard County Executive

3430 Courthouse Drive
Elicott City MD 21043 |

S &
Dear MrEcker: &
-
Thank you for your letter about the use of noise barriers made from recycled tires.

The Kanwall system was initially presented to us in 1992, and we have evaluated its
potential use. The enclosed letter to Dr. Indu Mishra summarizes our concerns.

I hope you can understand our reluctance to use this product. If you have any additional
questions or would like to discuss this further, please give me a call. -

| Sincerely,

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

Enclosure

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Marviand 21202




The Honorable Charles |. Ecker
- September 29, 1995
Page Two

cc:  Mr. Charles B. Adams
Mr. Bruce Gartner
Mr. Thomas Osborne

ﬁfepared by: - Charlie Adams, Environmental Design



- 0. James Lighthizer
L?/ Secretary

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

February 23, 1994

Dr. Indu Mishra

Kanan Associates, Inc.
9564 Basket Ring Road
Columbia, MD 21045

Dear Dr. Mishra:

It was a pleasure meeting with you on February 22, to discuss the merits of the Kanwall
noise barrier system. )

The State Highway Administration has two principal concerns regarding any noise barrier
system. The first is the structural adequacy; the second, which is equally important, is
the aesthetic appearance. We must-be confident that a wall system not only meets the
wind load criteria, but will last the life of the highway. Thus, any system must be as
maintenance-free and vandal-proof as possible.

We feel the aesthetics of the Kanwall system do not measure up to the standards we

have established for our noise barrier systems. The exposed aggregate and bold concrete -
finishes we use have been well received by motorists and residents alike. Although,
aesthetics are relatively subjective, there is a certain sense of quality in the natural gravel
and concrete finishes we use. The rubber wall does not seem to convey this sense of

quality.

Additionally, our review of the Kanwall system raised some concerns about the possible
flammability of the product. Traffic incidents involving vehicles carrying flammable
cargoes could be magnified if the wall system supported combustion. In addition, a
residential fire could be amplified for the same reason not to mention potential acts of
vandalism. . :

My telephone number is

. Teletypewriter for Impaired Hearing or Speech .
383-7555 Baltimore Metro - 565-0451 D.C. Metro - 1-800-492-5062 Statewide Toll Free
707 North Calvert St., Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717
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David L. Winstead

e A"% Maryland Department of Transportation b7 ey )
¥igi$) State Highway Administration = . Adminrar

October 20, 1995

Mr. James Fenn
300 Montfield Lane
_Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061

Dear Mr._Fenn:

Thank you for contacting to our office regarding the noise
situation at your residence located along MD 100, in Anne
Arundel county. -

During the planning for the MD 100 highway project, a noise
barrier analysis was conducted for residences in the
vicinity of Johnson Avenue and Highview Avenue. It was
determined that the cost to build a noise barrier at this
location would exceed our $40,000 cost per residence limit.
Given this information, a noise barrier could not be
constructed for this area.

‘ ' There have been some issues raised about our noise abatement
policy. These concerns have launched a full review of the
policy to determine if revisions should be made. It is
anticipated that this work will take the next several months

- Lo complete. If the results of the review should change the
circumstances for your community, we will revisit the issue.
I will be in touch when the review is completed.

I regret that I could not offer a positive response to YOur
inquiry. However, if you should have any questions
regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 545-8640.

Sj ely, -

Charles B; Adams
Director
Office of Environmental Design

. : My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Maiting Address: P.O. Box 717 + Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland.21202
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cc: Jim Hade
Ken Polcak
.‘ ' ' } Shawn Newson




~Ken Polcak
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November 1, 1995

Mz. Dennis Ford
6329 Craigmont Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21228

Dear Mr. Ford:

I am writing to you as a follow-up to the informational meeting recently held regarding
the noise barrier project along 1-695. :

As presented at the meeting, four sections of noise barrier will be constructed along
[-695 (Baltimore Beltway), from north of U.S. 40 to I-70. We have begun preliminary
design of the barriers and expect to advertise the project next summer. Construction
should begin in the Fall of 1996, with an anticipated completion date approximately one

“year from the construction initiation. Please keep in mind that this timeframe may be

subject to change as development of the project continues. However, the project is
funded for construction and will definitely be built.

At this time we do not anticipate any construction impacts to your property. The

right-of-way fence will remain in place throughout construction and we will not need to -

adjust or disturb any utilities in your yard. If this should change, we will contact you.

- Also, we intend to preserve as much of the existing vegetation as possible.

Additionally, the noise barrier must be constructed in a “temporary” position near the
existing roadway shoulder, which simply means that when widening of I-695 occurs, the
wall will be relocated in the future to accommodate the expanded roadway.
Unfortunately, in this particular area, design constraints prevent us from being able to
place the noise barrier in its’ permanent location. :

Thank you for your interest in this project. If you should have any questions about this
information, please contact me at (410)545-8601.

Noise Abatement Design and Analysis Team

"My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street - Baltimore, Maryland 21202 .




Mr. Ford
‘November 1, 1995

Page Two

cc: Charlie Adams
Jim Hade
Ken Polcak

Shawn Newson
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Parris N. Glendening

Maryland Department of Transportation Governor
The Secretary’s Office [_OLD . gavid L. Winstead
. g ecretary

Thomas L. Osborne
Deputy Secretary

March 22, 1995

Ms. Lynn Frank
7710 Cindy Lane
Bethesda MD 20817

Dear Ms. Frank:

Thank you for your recent letter about a noise barrier for your community, and for your kind
wishes on my appointment.

In the short time I have been Secretary, a number of communities have raised concerns about
noise barriers. Over the coming months, we will be reviewing our noise mitigation program
to determine whether it should be revised. This review will include the eligibility criteria
upon which decisions to build barriers are made. While I cannot promise that the review
will result in a change for your community, I can assure you we will fully consider your
circumstances. -

~ If you should have any questions, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams, Director of the

State Highway Administration’s Office of Environmental Design, at (410) 333-8063.

Sincerely,

Qo

or
David L. Winsteag

Secretary

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams

My telephone number is (410)- 859-7600
TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919

Post Office Box 8755. Baltimore/Washington International Airport. Maryland 21240-0755




Ms. Lynn Frank
March 22, 1995
Page Two

bee: ‘Mr. James Hade .
Mr. John Lewis
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr.
Mr. Charles R. Olsen
Mr. Neil J. Pedersen
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May 12, 1995 | oY
Mr. Michael L. Fusillo N
7936 Brightmeadow Court R {

Ellicott City MD 21043 L ——

Dear Mr. Fusillo:

Thank you for your recent letter about the potential effects of highway noise from
MD 100 on the Brightfield community in Howard County. | can certainly appreciate
your concerns about the location of this road near your home.

As part of our normal planning process, we assess the potential environmental
impacts, including those from noise, of projects such as this one. The results of our
study lead us to expect that your community will not experience substantial noise
impacts from the proposed highway. This is true because noise levels diminish as
sound travels away from its source. Thus, while noise levels from the new road will

‘increase present background levels, the noise will travel 500-700 feet before it reaches

the nearest home in Brightfield, and is not expected to result in a reading which
exceeds the impact threshold of 67 decibels.

Proximity to the source of noise is not the only factor to be considered. Another
factor is whether the sound is deflected or absorbed by intervening buffers. The
section of MD 100 that will pass closest to your community will lie approximately 20
feet or more below the present ground elevation. This height differential should shield
you from some of the noise, as well as shield the highway from view. To the west of
your location, the situation will be different. There is the possibility that excess earth
may be available from the construction, and that some mounding in certain areas
could be done to provide an additional visual buffer. We will be able to determine this
as we complete our final design over the next six months.

| hope this information helps to clarify the situation as it relates to the Brightfield
community. | encourage you to call Charlie Adams, Director of our Office of
Environmental Design, who will be pleased to explain our noise policy in detail and to

answer any other questions you may have. Charlie may be reached at (410) 333-
8063.

Sir?lf//%/

al Kassoff
Administrator

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street  Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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( ﬁ% David L. Winstead

Secretary

Hal Kassoff
Administrator

- Maryland Department of Transportation
State Highway Administration

November 30, 1995

Ay

Mrs. Lynda Garland
5808 Glen Rock Avenue
Fort Washington, Maryland 20744

Dear Mrs. Garland:

Thank you for your letter requesting a noise monitoring study at your home located near
1-95, in Prince Georges county. '

When we receive requests for noise barriers, each community is evaluated and measured

against criteria that include: whether the noise levels exceed 67 decibels (dBA), whether

the homes pre-date the highway, and whether an effective noise barrier can be built for a
reasonable cost.

‘ Over the years we have heard from many citizens who have voiced some of the same
' concerns as yours. Because of these issues, a decision was made to review our noise

policy to see if revisions are needed. It is expected that this review will take the next
several months to complete. Given the circumstances of the policy at this time, we feel it
would be a good idea to delay any noise monitoring studies until the review is completed. _
This will ensure that in the event of policy revisions, your community will be evaluated !
according to these changes. Once the review is finished, we will contact you to
coordinate a noise study at your residence. ‘

Additionally, regarding the broken fence near your home, I have forwarded a copy of
your letter to Mr. Paul Armstrong, the State Highway Administration’s District Engineer
for Prince Georges county. Mr. Armstrong will investigate this issue and contact you
directly. '

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at - |
(410)545-8640. :

' _ My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired ‘Hearing or Speech
: 1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 » Baitimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202

A —




Mrs Garland
Novemebr 30, 1995
Page Two

Director
Office of Environmental Design

- cc:

- Mr. Paul Armstrong w/ attachments
~ Jim Hade

Ken Polcak
Shawn Newson

0
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David L. Winstead
Secretary

Hal Kassoff

March 7, 1995

Mr. Edgar A. Gonzalez, P.E
Chief, Division of Engineering Services

- Montgomery County Department of Transportation

Division of Transportation Engineering
101 Monroe Street, Sth Floor
Rockville MD 20850

Dear Mr. Gonzalez:

| am writing in response to your recent letter to State Highway Administrator Hal
Kassoff about a noise barrier on 1-495 between Georgia Avenue (MD 97) and
Colesville Road (US 29). Hal thanks you for your letter and he has asked me to
respond for him. :

The Woodside Forest area has been determined to meet the eligibility criteria for our
retrofit noise program. The estimated cost for this project is $2,700,000. While | am
unable to estimate when funding will be available, we are proceeding with the design
of this project so that, when funds do become available, we can move to construction
without significant delay.

questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (410) 333-8063.

0l

Director
Office of Environmental Design

cC: Mr. Hal Kassoff
Mr. Creston J. Mills, Jr.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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January 23, 1995

Ms. Barbara Goodsaid
5888 Selford Road
Baltimore MD 21227

Dear Ms. Goodsaid:

Thank you for your recent telephone call to our office regarding the noise measurements
conducted in your community Richardson Mews, located adjacent to I-195.

Enclosed are copies of the noise monitoring studies conducted before and after the
completion and opening of I-195. Measurements from the 1987 and 1994 studies show
levels to be essentially unchanged since the 1987 study.

Results from both studies indicated that current noise levels do not exceed the impact
threshold of 67:decibels (dBA) and future noise levels are expected to also be below that
level. The impact threshold is the level which must be exceeded in order for a
community to be considered for noise abatement.

Also, because the homes were built after construction of the original construction of the
adjacent roadway I-195, the area is not eligible for noise abatement under our Type II

retrofit program. The 1987 report provides additional explanation of our impact

assessment criteria and other program requirements.

I hope this information clarifies your concerns regarding the community. If YOu should

Director
Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure

cc: r. James Hade
Mr. Ken Polcak

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.C. Box 717 + Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street « Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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Ms. Ferne Gruntman
1802 Snowmeadow Lane
Baltimore MD 21209

Ms. Ellen K. Tannen : _ ‘
Board President /
Rockland Run Condominium

5 Suntop Court '

Baltimore MD 21209

Dear Ms. Gruntman and Ms. Tannen:

Thank you for your letter about a noise barrier for the Rockland Run community and for Ms.
Tannen’s testimony at the September 11 noise policy review meeting. We appreciate your
association’s interest in this matter. '

This review is intended to guide the Department on revisions to the existing noise policy.
While it would be premature to speculate on what changes may result from this process,
please be assured that your concerns will be given full consideration.

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to call Mr. Charles Adams,
" Environmental Design Director at the State Highway Administration, at (410) 333-8063.

Sincerely,

LALIG

David L. Winstead
Secretary

cc: Mr. Charles B. Adams

The Honorable James W. Campbell
The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin
The Honorable Barbara H. Hoffman
Mr. Hal Kassoff

Mr. John Lewis

The Honorable Maggie L. McIntosh
Mr. Thomas L. Osborne

The Honorable Samuel I. Rosenberg

‘My telephone number is (410)- 859-7600

TTY For the Deaf: (410) 684-6919
Post Office Box 8755, Baltimore/Washington international Airport, Maryland 21240-0755
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Administrator

August 22, 1995

Ms. Ferne Gruntman
1802 Snow Meadow Lane
Baltimore, Maryland 21209

Dear Ms. Gruntman:

Thank you for your'telephone-to our office regarding the noise
situation at your home located adjacent to I-83, just north of
Pimlico Road.

To determine where noise barriers are constructed we follow a set
of criteria, one of which is that the homes must pre-date the
existing highway. Our records indicate that the Rockland Run
Condominiums were constructed after completion of I-83.
Therefore, we cannot consider the development to be a. candidate
for noise abatement consideration.

I regret that I am unable to offer a more positive response to
your response to your request. However, if you have any
questions this matter, please feel free to contact me at

(410) 333-8063.

Director -
Office of Environmental Design

cc: Jim Hade
Ken Polcak
\Xshawn Newson

"~ My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 « Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Caivert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202
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November 16, 1995

Mrs. Nancy Hatfield
1134 Bacon Ridge Road
Crownsville, Maryland 21032

Dear Mrs. Hatfield:

. Tam writing to follow-up your recent conversation with Shawn Newson, about the noise

at your home. As you requested, we have enclosed copies of data from the Baltimore

- ‘Annapolis Corridor Noise Study that relates to your community. The following provides
a brief explanation of the information: '

* Exhibit 1; is a vicinity map that shows the entire study area and the noise
measurement locations. Your community is identified as receptor (39)
thirty-nine. ' :

* Exhibit 2; shows the results of the noise monitoring and future impact study. The
ambient noise level on Bacon Ridge Road was 49 decibels (dBA) with a predicted
noise level for the future years 1990 & 2010 of 65 and 68 dBA. . There is one
important factor to note regarding these early studies. At that time, noise levels were
reported in terms of the “L10” level. This represents the noise level that is exceeded

for 10% of the time. Since that time, a more reliable noise level descriptor called the
“Leq” or equivalent sound level, and is now used. The Leq noise level value is
typically 3 dBA lower than the Lio level. Thus, the Lio levels from the early
environmental studies would translate to Leq levels of 46, 62, and 65 dBA
respectively. These levels would then be directly comparable to our current criteria.

* Exhibit 3; offers a summary of the site study. It was determined that due to the
distance of the homes on Bacon Ridge Road from the highway (approximately
700 ft.), a noise barrier would not be effective. Noise barriers are most effective
when the impacted homes are within 100-200 ft. of the barrier location. Given the
distance of the homes from the highway, noise barriers were not considered
reasonable at this location.

My telephone number is

" Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free '

: Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 ¢ Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
‘Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Mrs. Hatfield
November 16, 1995
Page Two

I regret that I am unable to offer a more positive response to your inquiry. However, after
reviewing this information, if you feel a noise monitoring study should be conducted at
your residence, please contact me at (410)545-8640. L - .

Z%Z A %___.
arles B. Adams. - |

Director
Office of Environmental Design -

"Attachments
ce: Jim Hade

Ken Polcak
Shawn Newson
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W Maryland Department of Transportation Hal Kassaff
iy State Highway Administration

Administrator

September 27, 1995

Mrs. Judy Hillenbrand
8061 Roundmoon Circle
Jessup, Maryland 20794

Dear Mrs. Hillenbrand:

I am writing to let you know about the noise monitoring study
conducted at your home adjacent to MD 32, in Howard county. A
graph of the results is included for your information.

The results show that the noise levels at your residence are
consistently below our impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA).
The impact threshold is the level which must be exceeded before
we can further investigate a community for noise abatement.
Based on our noise level requirement, we cannot consider your
community for noise abatement.

Additionally, the noise and vibration from the trucks at the
asphalt/concrete joint is caused by an unevenness between the two
surfaces. We have contacted our District maintenance office and
asked that they look into this situation. Someone from their
office will contact you within the next two weeks.

In the meantime, if you should have any questions regarding this
information, please feel free to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

s

arles B. Adams
Director
Office of Environmental Design

ely,

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Richard Lindsay
Mr. Ken Polcak

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 e Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street o Baltimore, Maryland 21202




bece: vﬁim Hade
S

hawn Newson
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Maryland Department of Transportation e
State Highway Administration Administrator

August 15, 1995

Mrs. Joy Hilliard
860 Fairfield Avenue
Westminster, Maryland 21157

Dear Mrs. Hilliard:

I am writing to report the results of the noise monitoring study
conducted at your home located adjacent to MD 97. A graph of the
24-hour measurement is enclosed for your information.

The 24~hour monitoring test shows that noise levels at your
residence are consistently below our impact threshold of

67 decibels (dBA). The impact threshold is the level which must
be exceeded before we can consider a community for noise
abatement. Certainly however, this is not to imply that you do
not experience noise from MD 897. Also, we suspect that some of

the higher noise levels may be attributed to sources other than
highway traffic noise. -

' . While we do acknowledge that some residences located closer to
'MD 97 may experience higher noise levels, noise barriers along an
existing highway are only considered along Interstate highways.

) . The State Highway Administration does not have a program for
retrofitting noise barriers on roads such as MD 97.. Based upon

o this information, we cannot consider .the area for noise
abatement. -

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to your
request. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please
t hesitate to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

Director
Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure
Cc:.. Mr. Jim Hade

er. Ken Polcak \
Ms. Shawn Newson

. My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 » Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street » Baltimore, Maryland 21202




24-HOUR NOISE MONITORING STUDY
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8 l David L. Winstead

Maryland Department of Transportation iaIKlazso ]
State Highway Administration Administrator

July 11, 1995

Mr. Allan J. Hobby
4256 Columbia Road
Ellicott City Maryland 21042

Dear Mr. Hobby:

I am writing to report the results of the noise monito
conducted at your home located adjacent to U.S. 29.
the 24-hour measurements is
Before we discuss the result
longer than the original tim
report our findings.

ring study
A graph of

included for your information.

S, I wish to apologize for taking

e frame discussed in which we would

On three separate occasions a 24-hour study was conducted on the
front lawn of your residence. Results from the tests showed that
the noise levels measured ranged between 56-72 decibels (dBA),
with a consistent measurement at or above the impact threshold of
67 dBA. During the morning (6:00 AM - 9:00 AM) and evening
(3:00 PM -~ 6:00 PM) rush hours, noise levels measured at their
o "peak" (highest) level. Noise levels were below the impact
. threshold during late night and very early morning hours.

When the U.S. 29/MD 103 interchange was planned, an environmental
impact study was prepared which assessed the potential noise
impacts from the proposed improvements. It was determined that
for the number residences predicted to be impacted with noise
levels at or above 67 dBA, the cost to build a noise barrier for
these homes would exceed our cost criteria of $40,000 per

residence. Therefore, the area is not eligible for noise
barriers consideration.

While we do recognize the impact of the noise levels at your
home, further investigation is needed to assess the feasibility
of possible alternatives, such as additional landscaping or
installation of a wooden privacy fence adjacent to your property.
When this investigation is complete, I think it would be a good
idea to get together and discuss the available options. Someone

from our office will contact you to set up a meeting to discuss
our findings in the next few weeks.

In answer to your initial request for sound proofing, the State
Highway Administration has not utilized the installation of

windows and air conditioning units as noise abatement for non-
public facilities.

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 - Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street » Baitimore, Maryland 21202

O




Mr. Hobby
July 11, 1995
‘Page Two

I regret that I cannot offer a more positive response to your
request for soundproofing. However, I hope this helps to explain
our position on noise abatement. In the meantime, should you

have any questions regarding the results of the noise monitoring
study, please feel free to call me at (410) 333-8063.

es BY Adams
Director

Office of Environmental Design

Enclosure

Cc: Mr. James Hade
Mr. Ken Polcak




\ 24-HOUR NOISE MEASUREMENT SUMMARY
| 4256 Columbia Road
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V) Maryland Departmentof Transportation e
I State Highway Administration %()/ Vatiswsel

January 18, 1995

Mr. Allan beby ‘
4256 Columbia Road
Ellicott City MD 21042

Dear Mr. Hobby:

I wanted to let you know the status of the noise.monitoring
conducted at your home, adjacent to Route 29 in Columbia.

We have begun the monitoring but are still in need of several
more tests to complete our study, due to some equipment problems
during initial monitoring. Trusting that the weather conditions
remain favorable, we hope to report our findings to you by the
end of February.

~In the meantime, ifﬁydu.shouldvhave any questions,.please feel
~to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

Office of Environmental Design

cc: Mr. James Hade
Mr. Ken Polcak

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 - Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address; 707 North Calvert Street » Baltimore, Maryland 21202

0. James Lighthizer




e Dz?vid f./Winstead
Maryland Department of Transportation 4o e;;soﬁ
State Highway Administration Administrator

August 16, 1995

Ms. Linda Howard
3003 Duncan Drive
Adelphi, Maryland 20903

Dear Ms. Howard:

Thank you for your letter to our District Engineer, Mr. Creston
Mills, regarding the noise Situation at your home, adjacent to
the Capital Beltway (I-495). Mr. Mills asked me to respond to

_You directly.

Our records show that an evaluation of the area was conducted in
1987 as part of an adjacent noise abatement project. . In that
evaluation, noise measurements were taken and an assessment of
the warrants for a noise barrier was made. An earth berm was
constructed along with the original I-95 ramp construction which
provides noise protection for a majority of the residents.
However, at the end of that berm, in the vicinity of your house,
noise levels exceeded the impact threshold of 67 decibels (dBA)
at three residences. The cost to link a noise barrier to the end

- of the berm would exceed our limit of $40,000 per residence.

Therefore, a noise barrier was not considered at this location.

Our noise policy is currently under review. It is expected that
this review will be completed in the next several months. If the
policy review changes these circumstances we will revisit the
area for a re-evaluation. '

I will get in touch with you with the results of the noise policy
review. In the meantime if you have any questions, please feel
frpe to contact me at (410) 333-8063.

Director
Office of Environmental Design

cc: r. James Hade
r. Ken Polcak v

Ms. Shawn Newson

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 Baltimdre, MD 21203-0717
' Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Maryland Department of Transportation Hal Kassoff
Wy State Highway Administration Administrator

ugust 22, 1995

Mr. Darius Hughes
5114 Armand Avenue
Suitland, Maryland 20746

Dear Mr. Hughes:

Thank you for your recent telephone call to our office regarding the noise situation at
your home, located at the Branch Avenue (MD 5) exit of 1-495/95.

In 1987 the Maryland State Highway Administration conducted a noise monitoring study
in the community. Results of the study shoed that at least 5 residences in the area did
experience noise levels at or above our impact threshold level of 67 decibels (dBA).
Further investigation revealed that the cost to build a noise barrier to protect_these
homes would greatly exceed our $40,000 cost per residence limit. Based upon this
information, it was determined that the community is not eligible for noise abatement.

Also, the noise barriers you mentioned that are currently being constructed in nearby
areas have met all of the eligibility requirements for our noise abatement program and
have been on the eligibility list for many years.

Since the time of that study, a number of concerns have been raised about our noise

- abatement policy. As a result of these concerns the current policy is being reviewed to

determine if changes should be made. It is expected that the review will take the next
several months to complete. If the results of the review should change the circumstances
of your community, we will contact you to schedule a re-evaluation of the area.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (410) 333-

arles B. Adanis, Director
Office of Environmental Design

cc: Mr. Jim Hade
Mr. Ken Polcak
Ms. Shawn Newson

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
~ 1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

‘Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 o Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street e Baltimore, Maryland 21202

- (O David L. Winstead
é Secretary




") David L. Winstead
% Secretary

Hal Kassoff

' Maryland Department of Transportation

957) State Highway Administration |  Adminisiator

June 19, 1995

Mr. James O. Hutchinson
9005 Manordale Lane

Ellicott City, Maryland 21042

Dear Mr. Hutchinson:

I am writing to report the results of the noise monitoring study
conducted at your community located adjacent to the U.S. 29 and
MD 103 interchange in Ellicott City. Enclosed for your

information is a copy of the report which documents the noise
monitoring study. -

The results of the study show that the measured noise levels in
the community ranged between 55-75 decibels (dBA). The noise
level at three (3) test sites reached or exceeded the impact
threshold of 67 decibels (dBa). During the 24-hour measurements

levels exceeded 67 dBA during the morning and evening rush-hour
periods.

When the U.S. 29/MD 103 interchange was planned, an environmental
impact study was prepared which assessed potential noise impacts
from the proposed improvements. It was determined that future
predicted noise levels for the year 2010 would reach 67 dBA for
one (1) residence on High Point Road (designated as 4045 on
Exhibit 4). The impacts are attributable to the location of the
exit ramp and realignment of St. Johns Lane. However, due to the
distance (approximately 250 ft.) between the property and the
proposed improvements, a noise barrier would not. provide
substantial noise reduction. Also, the cost to build a noise

barrier in this area would exceed our $40,000 per residence
limit. :

For homes on View Top Road (along U.S.29) the interchange
construction did not cause increased noise levels. The noise
levels measured in this study are from existing U.S.29 and the
close proximity of the homes to the roadway.

Your community may be eligible for review under our retrofit
noise barrier program. The basic requirement which must be met
under our policy is the development had to pre~date the original
highway. I have asked my staff to review this information to
determine if further review should be undertaken. I will be back
in contact with you on this matter by mid-July. '

My telephone number is

Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech
1-800-735-2258 Statewide Toll Free

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 717 - Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street + Baltimore, Maryland 21202




Mr. Hutchinson

. June 19, 1995
Page Two

If you have any